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EDUCATION AND SKILLS COMMITTEE 

Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary 
for Education and Skills 

T3.40 
The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

Direct Tel: 0131 348 5222 
Fax: 0131 348 5600 

 es.committee@parliament.scot 
  
By email 7 October 2016 
 
Dear John 
 
I am writing to inform you of a decision of the Education and Skills Committee that 
seeks to ensure continuity of scrutiny on a number of themes throughout this 
Parliamentary session.  
 
Firstly, the Committee has agreed that it will periodically revisit conclusions and 
recommendations from its reports and seek updates from the Government on 
progress towards implementing these recommendations. This is an approach that 
the Public Audit Committee adopted in the previous session, revisiting 
recommendations on an annual basis. This Committee will also use the timeframe of 
a year but may of course seek to revisit issues more or less frequently dependant on 
the subject matter. 
 
The second element of this working practice is to seek continuity of scrutiny 
undertaken by its predecessor the Education and Culture Committee. The clerks 
have compiled a list of the reports that the predecessor Committee produced and 
extracted all of the recommendations. The Committee would appreciate an update 
on each of the recommendations in these reports that remain ‘live’. For example 
where there are recommendations for stage 2 amendments to a bill that has now 
passed the Committee appreciates this does not require a response. In addition 
there may well be areas where new work supersedes the Government work that the 
Committee originally commented upon. For example one of the reports comments on 
the draft National Gaelic Language Plan 2012-17. These recommendations may be 
better addressed by the Government by reflecting on how the recommendations will 
be borne in mind during the current work developing its next draft plan.  
 
I appreciate that working through these recommendations to assess what remains 
current before updating the Committee on the Government’s progress is a notable 
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amount of work. On that basis I would like to offer a deadline that is longer than the 
standard one month set out in the protocol between the Government and Parliament. 
I would welcome a response on each report but would be happy to receive these at 
any stage before the 25th November. I am copying in the relevant ministers to this 
correspondence to allow co-ordination between offices as to who will lead on which 
response. 
 
The Clerk to the Committee, Roz Thomson, is happy to discuss any of this with your 
officials. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
JAMES DORNAN MSP 
CONVENER 


